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The� Board� of� Trustees� for� National� University� and� the�
National� University� System� has� had� the� pleasure� of�
working� with� one� of� the� most� talented� and� effective�
leaders� in� higher� education.� On� December� 31,� 2012,�
Dr.�Jerry�C.�Lee�will�retire�as�Chancellor.
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LEADERSHIP 
“�When Dr. Lee became President in 1989, the University’s future was 
in doubt. His ability to focus and lead has resulted in the elimination 
of debt, the growth of the endowment, and a distinguished faculty.”

��

Leadership
“When Dr. Lee became President in 1989, the University’s �
future was in doubt. His ability to focus and lead has �
resulted in the elimination of debt, the growth of the �
endowment, and a distinguished faculty.”

Robert E. Freelen
Chair 1990 – 1993, and 2009



ACHIEvEmEnt
�“As�a�member�of� the�search�committee,� I�knew�what�an�
extraordinary� challenge� Dr.� Lee� had� accepted� in� 1989.�
While� we� were� certain� we� had� found� the� right� leader,�
no�one�would�have�dared�to�expect�this�level�of�success.”

Tom�Topuzes
Chair�1997�–�2000



Innovation
 “As our visionary leader, Dr. Lee has created a culture 
where he blends a commitment to the academy 
with leadership, management, and sound financial 
management principles. As our chief innovator, he led 
the creation of the National University System, adding 
affiliate entities with complementary missions that 
connect a diverse population to relevant educational 
programs.”

Gerald Czarnecki
Chair 2007 – 2008



Communit y
“Dr. Lee made local involvement an integral part of the 
National University culture. Scholarships for victims 
of domestic violence, firefighters, and services for 
homeless veterans are among the many examples of 
community commitment.”

John P. Bucher
Chair 2001 – 2006



REPutAtIon
“Dr.� Lee’s� determination� to� make� access� and� quality� a�
cornerstone� of� the� University’s� reputation� has� been�
evident� in� every� strategic� plan� since� 1990.� In� the�
last� decade,� many� teachers� who� have� earned� their�
credentials� at� National� have� been� named� “Teacher� of�
the�Year”�in�several�districts.�Today,�the�University�awards�
more� master’s� degrees� in� all� disciplines� to� Hispanics�
and� African� Americans� than� any� other� college� or�
university�in�California.”

Jeanne�Connelly
Chair�2010�–�2011�



Qualit y
“The relentless pursuit of quality has yielded a first-rate 
faculty, a cutting-edge library, and national recognition 
for academic programs and assessment.”

Herbert Meistrich
Chair 2012 



NU�reduces�its�debt�by�55%

67�full-time�faculty�

1991

Administrative�
Headquarters�established�

at�Torrey�Pines,�La�Jolla

NU�celebrates�
25th�anniversary

1996

150�full-time�faculty

NU�reaches�
81,000�alumni

1999

2000

Spectrum�campus�
and�library�open

NU�launches�Student�
Concierge�Services

2007

Endowment�funds�
exceed�$200�million

2004

Establishment�of�The�NUS

SPL�is�established�

School�of�Education�
recommends�more�teachers�for�
credentialing�than�any�single�
institution�in�California

2001

NU�celebrates�
40th�anniversary

1989
Dr.�Lee�becomes�

NU�President

$9�million�deficit

17�full-time�faculty�

1993
NU�alumni�surpass�

50,000

1998
Endowment�funds�
exceed�$100�million

2003
NU�receives�California�

Council�for�Performance�
Excellence�Award

Establishment�of�
Virtual�High�School

200�full-time�faculty�

Foundation�of�initiative�
that�would�become�

the�Center�for�
Integrative�Health

250�full-time�faculty

Student�Concierge�
Services�established

NU�ranks�in�top�10�
nationally�in�awarding�
master�degrees�to�women

Ranks�first�in�California�
in�awarding�master’s�degrees�

to�Hispanics,�African�
Americans,�and�women�

306�full-time�faculty

Chancellor�Lee�announces�
plans�to�retire

Since�1989,�the�Board�of�Trustees�for�National�University�and�now�
the�National�University�System�has�had�the�pleasure�of�working�
with� one� of� the� most� talented� and� effective� leaders� in� higher�
education.�On�December�31,�2012,�Dr.� Jerry�C.�Lee�will� retire�
as�Chancellor.

Congratulations,�Chancellor�Lee,�on�a�brilliant�career.�Thank�
you�for�making�the�National�University�System�an�outstanding�
success.

Sincerely,

tHE BoARD oF tRuStEES

Herbert�Meistrich

Jacqueline�Townsend�
Konstanturos

Thomas�Topuzes

Stacy�Allison

Felipe�Becerra

John�P.�Bucher

Richard�Chisholm

Jeanne�Connelly

Gerald�Czarnecki

Kate�Grace

Ruthann�Heinrich

Cheryl�Kendrick

W.H.�Knight,�Jr.

Donald�Kripke

Jean�Leonard

Michael�R.�McGill

E.�Lee�Rice

Carlos�Rodriguez

Alexander�R.�Shikhman

Jay�Stone

Judith�Sweet

Second-largest�private,�nonprofit�institution�in�California,�
12th-largest�in�nation

Largest�number�of�graduate�students�in�California

True�Endowment: $467,720.36 

Quasi�Endowment: Exceeds $300 million

Real�Estate�holdings: $105.9 million

Full-time�students: 22,000

2011 
First�in�nation�in�awarding�
master’s�degrees�in�education�
to�minorities

For�third�consecutive�year,�
Chancellor�Lee�promises�no�
employee�will�lose�employment�
or�a�reduction�in�benefits�

Endowment�funds�exceed�
$400�million

Nearly�one-quarter�of�NU�
employees�have�worked�for�
the�University�for�more�than�
10�years

2009
NUGA�opens

NUA�established�as�tuition-
free�public�school�charter

Named�one�of�the�Chronicle 
of Higher Eduction�2010�

Great�Colleges�to�Work�For

2010

2006
Establishment�of�NUI

Foundation�of�Center�
for�Integrative�Health

Center�for�Technology�
and�Health�Sciences�built�in�

Kearny�Mesa

NU�named�one�of�the�best�
workplaces�in�San�Diego�by�

San Diego Magazine

NU�founded

1971


